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Note From the Artistic Lead
When I made the decision to propose Into the Woods to the ISM board
of directors, I had no idea what I was getting myself into. I thought
it was a funny show with great music and a lot of roles to showcase
the talent of the members in this organization. I knew there were
important themes explored in the text that are extremely relevant
in the social climate of our world today. What I didn’t realize was
how much I still had to learn about the show. Each day of
production I learned something new from the cast and staff
members until finally it clicked- that’s what Into the Woods is all
about. Learning. The importance of learning and growing and
moving forward. 

Into the Woods whisks us away into a fantastical world where
wishes are meant to be granted and fairytales are bound to come
true. Each character has a yearning so deep that they set off in
search of their wish, rarely stopping to consider the consequences.
What these characters soon learn is that for every wish there is a
price to pay. Cinderella learns that being a princess is not all that
better than life as a peasant. Jack learns that part of growing up is
taking responsibility for your actions. The Baker learns that facing
your fears is better than running away. Even the Witch learns that
in the battle of good and evil, being right is not always what’s most
important. James Lapine and Stephen Sondheim then turn and speak
directly to the audience, warning us that “children will listen” and
watch our every move. If we don’t appreciate the lives we’re living, if
we don’t take responsibility for our actions, if we don’t break the
vicious cycle of making wishes and running away- others will look
to us and follow in our footsteps. 
 
The simple phrase “I wish” follows us throughout the musical,
starting and ending the show, resetting the cycle. While it is
unclear if the characters in the story have truly learned their
lesson, Lapine and Sondheim urge the audience to not make the same
mistakes. The final “I wish” reminds us of the dangers of always
wanting more and never stopping to be thankful for what we
already have. As you watch the show, remember to be careful what
you wish for and maybe you’ll even learn a lesson or to. I hope you
are all able to find something to be thankful for in your own lives
as you sit back, relax, and enjoy the show.



- 

- Lindsey LeBeda 



Note From the Director

Having the opportunity to direct Into the Woods this

semester was not something I had originally planned. I

have always wanted to work on the show in some

capacity but I had never expected to be directing the

show my sophomore year. This process has helped me

gain such a different understanding of myself, of

theatre and of so much more. Into the Woods is a show

that reflects all of our lives, every single character

learns that fairytales and wishes are not always

reality. Things in life rarely go the way we expect them

to. 

That is why this show is so important, especially at this

point in our lives. I’m sure none of you could’ve

expected the last year and a half, but that is just how

life is. Despite the unknown, things always prevail and

come back stronger than ever. Into the Woods shows

that even through the hardships and loss, life still

goes on, and that is one of the most important lessons

that this show carries.

Theatre has always been something that brings people

together. This show has been the closest thing to what

live theatre was before the pandemic for so many of us

involved, so I hope you all enjoy the magic!

                           -Sophia Urban



Narrator........................................................Owen Henderson
Baker............................................................................Nathan Tilton
Baker’s Wife.....................................................Grania McKirdie
The Witch.........................................................................Kyle Krisch
Cinderella...............................................Lauren Zimmerman
Jack.....................................................................................Kyle WideneR
Jack’s Mom.......................................................................Audrey Adji
Little Red Riding Hood...................................Grace Cho
Rapunzel............................................................Catheryn KuhaR
Cinderella’s Prince.......................................Evan Neilson
Rapunzel’s Prince...............................................Josiah Zielke
StepMother........................................Jessica Hendrickson
Florinda...................................................................................Faith Ley
Lucinda......................................................................Maya Cornejo
Mysterious Man.................................................Paddy Berger
Wolf..........................................................................................Liam Flynn
Steward......................................................Francesco Console
Giant................................................................................Alex Pacheco
Cinderella’s Mother/Gretel...............Maya O’Neill
Hansel.............................................................Alina Loewenstein
Sleeping Beauty/Granny.............Hannah Pichman
Snow White...............................................................Ellie Pierzina
Pinocchio........................................................Trevor Santiago
Geppetto...................................................Michal Szczepaniak

Cast



Creative and
Production Team

Artistic Lead & Vocal Director.....................................Lindsey LeBeda
Director............................................................................................................Sophia Urban
Asst. Director..............................................................................Holly Handschuh
Choreographer.................................................................................Jernie Saunders
Co-Music Director.................................................................................Lucy Yockey
Co-Music Director & Rehearsal Accompanist.......Kevin Zhou
Stage Manager..........................................................................Ava BooydeGraaff
Asst. Stage Managers..................................Yuna Choi & Emma Perisho
Production Resource Manager........................................Brigid Young
Tech Director...........................................................................................Hanna Bowen
Asst. Tech Director.............................................................................Cesar Medina
Scenic/Set Designer..........................................................................Jesse McKenzie
Asst. Scenic/Set Designers..............Kailee Crayton & Anisha Jog
Graphic Designer.....................................................................Maddie Cummings
Co-Sound Designers...................................Aidan Gardner & Jo Riemer
Asst. Sound Designers.....................Peter Giannetos & Mitch Ryba
Lighting Designer.......................................................................................Zoe Mihevc
Asst. Lighting Designers.................Caelan Doyle & Disha Parikh
Costume Designer...................................................................................Maggie Beese
Asst. Costume Designer...............................................................Laine Gamrath 
Asst. Costume Designer...........................................................Melissa Sanchez
Co-Props Coordinators.............Amy Sanchez & Erin O'Connor
Hair & Makeup.........................................................................................Michaela Kons
Asst. Hair & Makeup.......................................................................Grace Cesaretti
House Manager.......................................................................................................Sara Kiel
Asst. House Manager................................................................................Andrew Xie

 



Pit
Conductor.........................................................................................Lucy Yockey

Piano...............................................................................................................Kevin Zhou

Violin 1..............................................................................................Adam Quiballo

Violin 2........................................................................................Caitlin Brennan

Viola 1....................................................................................................Eliza Haddon

Viola 2..............................................................................................................Jess Zhang

Cello........................................................................................................Satoshi Kamei

Bass..............................................................................................................Sam Calhoon

Bassoon.....................................................................................................Joe DeMaria

Flute........................................................................................................Sydney Weiler

Clarinet...................................................................................Arjun Shamaraya

Trumpet...........................................................................................Jackson Teetor

Horn......................................................................................................Evan Peterson

Horn...............................................................................................Matthew Felbein

Keys 2/Synth.......................................................................................Kevin Lyvers

Percussion..............................................................................................Emma Lemke 

Alyssa Anastasi, Cameron Baba,
 Declan Booker, and Mackenzie Ortega

Build Crew



ISM Outreach
Committee

kellen gallagher, Mackenzie martin, jesse
mckenzie, maya o'neill, mitch ryba, trevor

santiago, and nathan tilton 

ISM Marketing
Committee

Jacob Adrian, Edwin Barranco, Maggie Beese, Isabel
Bruozis, Campbell Coker, Caroline Coyle, Madeleine

Cummings, Phoenix DeVries, Caelan Doyle, Holly
Handschuh, Jessica Hendrickson, Sara Kiel, MacKenzie
Martin, Emma Mize, Emily Naud, Maya O'Neil, Lily Perez,

Joanna Reimer, Mitch Ryba, Trevor Santiago, Liesl Schrag,
Erik Toledo, Sydney Weiler, Andrew Xie, and Emily Yan 

President: Daniel Owen
Vice President: Lucy Economos
Treasurer: Ethan Matteo Fazio

Secretary: Joanna Reimer
Marketing Director: Trevor Santiago

Community Outreach: Maya O'Neil
General Board: Owen Henderson, Jessica Hendrickson, Zoe
Mihevic, Emma Mize, Kenneth Tochihara, and Sophia Urban  

Faculty Advisor: Sarah Wigley

ISM Board of
Directors



Musical Numbers

Prologue: Into the Woods........................................................................................Company
Cinderella at the Grave.......................Cinderella, Cinderella’s Mother
Hello Little Girl.........................................................Wolf, Little Red Riding Hood
I Guess This is Goodbye....................................................................................................................Jack
Maybe They’re Magic...............................................................................Baker’s Wife, Baker
Our Little World..................................................................................The Witch, Rapunzel
I Know Things Now....................................................................Little Red Riding Hood
A Very Nice Prince....................................................................Cinderella, Baker’s Wife
First Midnight...........................................................................................................................Company
Giants in the Sky....................................................................................................................................Jack
Agony..............................................................Cinderella’s Prince Rapunzel’s Prince
It Takes Two........................................................................................................Baker, Baker’s Wife
Second Midnight...................................................................................................................Company
Stay With Me..............................................................................................................................The Witch
On the Steps of the Palace...................................................................................Cinderella
Ever After........................................................................................................Narrator, Company

Act One

Act Two
Prologue: So Happy......................................................................................Company
Agony (Reprise)...........Cinderella’s Prince, Rapunzel’s Prince
Lament........................................................................................................................The Witch
Any Moment.....................................Cinderella’s Prince, Baker’s Wife
Moments in the Woods....................................................................Baker’s Wife
Your Fault.................................Jack, Little Red Riding Hood, Baker,

Cinderella, The Witch
Last Midnight...................................................................................................The Witch
No More..............................................................................Baker, Mysterious Man
No One is Alone......................................................Cinderella, Baker, Jack,

Little Red Riding Hood, Company
Finale: Children Will Listen............................................................Company



Cast
Audrey Adji (Jack's Mom) is currently a junior in

Lyric Theatre. Past credits include Urinetown
(Mrs. Millennium), Heathers (Ms. Republicanette),

and In The Heights (Vanessa) at Coop High
School. Her role for Vanessa has landed a

nomination for Best Actress in a Musical at the
Stephen Sondheim Awards. She has studied at the

Broadway Method Academy. Recent credits
include Lyric Theatre @ Illinois Under the Stars

and in student film Nighthawks (Man #1). Adji is
trained in cello with credits in the Greater

New Haven Youth Orchestra and pit orchestra
for Little Women. Adji was gifted a cello from

the Paul Miller Foundation.



This is Paddy Berger's (Mysterious
Man) first show with ISM! He is
very excited! 

Grace Cho (Little Red Riding Hood) is a
freshman Engineering Undeclared major. She
is excited to be working with a talented cast

and crew in her first production with ISM!
Previously, she has performed in productions

at Irondale High School such as The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Marcy)
and Into The Woods (Granny). She dedicates

this show to her family and friends, who have
supported her endlessly. She would like to

thank the entire cast, crew, and staff for all
the hard work everyone has put in for this
production. She hopes you enjoy the show.






Cast
Francesco Console (Steward) is a
freshman from Barrington Hills

studying Lyric Theatre. He is very
excited to be performing in his

first ISM show! He is very grateful
for everyone coming out to

support him and his parents for
being the best <3

Maya Cornejo (Lucinda) is thrilled to be in
Illini Student Musicals' fall show! Maya is a
sophomore pursuing a BMA in Lyric Theatre.
This is her second year with Illini Student
Musicals and her first full musical since
October of 2020, where she appeared in Nice
Work if You Can Get It (Billie Bendix) with
Edge of the Wood Theatre in Chicago, IL.
Maya would like to thank her parents for
being so supportive during these
unprecedented times and listening to her
practice in her childhood bedroom for all
of quarantine. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Liam Flynn (Wolf) is a junior studying
towards his BMA in Lyric Theatre.

Previously, he was seen Lyric Theatre
productions A Hand of Bridge (Bill) as

well as Ordinary Days (Male Swing) and
Lyric Theatre Under the Stars. Outside of

the university, he has also been seen in
Singin’ in the Rain (Don Lockwood) and

High School Musical (Ryan). This is his
first ISM production and he is so excited

to share the stage with such a wonderful
cast and crew!



Cast
Owen Henderson (Narrator) is a junior

studying Journalism with minors in Spanish
and Theatre. His previous ISM involvement
includes performing in the casts of Little

Women (Laurie - Cast Blue), A Chorus Line
(Gregory Gardner), Carrie: The Musical

(Stokes), and the ISM Showcase, as well as
serving on the Board of Directors. He would
like to thank all of the cast, crew, and staff

for pulling through and working so hard
to still put on a production despite the

uncertainties and difficulties of the
current moment, and he hopes you enjoy the

show.

Jessica Hendrickson (Stepmother) is a
junior studying Crop Sciences. She was
previously in ISM's productions of A
Chorus Line (Kristine) and the Fall 2020
Showcase. Outside of ISM she is also a
member of the Marching Illini in the
piccolo section, and works in a soils
research lab on campus. She would like
to thank the cast, crew, and staff for
all of their work on this production,
and hopes you enjoy the show!

Kyle Krisch (The Witch) is a senior studying
Theatre with an emphasis in directing and

dramaturgy. This is their second
production with ISM, previously acting as

director and artistic lead for Little
Women. Kyle has also been seen in The

Addams Family (Fester), Godspell (Jesus), and
The Foreigner (Charlie Baker) with College

of DuPage. They are looking forward to
working as an assistant to the director
for Varslaren and assistant dramaturg

for Sweat with Illinois Theatre, as well as
directing his senior project this Spring!



Cast
Catheryn Kuhar (Rapunzel) is a freshman

majoring in Lyric Theatre. This is her first
production with ISM and she feels so blessed
to be a part of such an amazing cast! Before

University, Catheryn performed with her
local community theater in shows such as

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (Baroness), School
House Rock Live (Shulie), and The Great

American Tall Tales (Slue Foot Sue).
Catheryn is thankful to all the cast and

crew who have been incredibly supportive
and driven throughout the process, and she

hopes you enjoy the show!

Faith Ley (Florinda) is so happy to be
in her second ISM show! She is
currently studying communication
on a pre-law track. After Little
Women (Amy March) she was excited
to be back with the student musicals
program. She hopes that you enjoy
watching the show that the cast
and crew have worked to make
beautiful! (P.S. if it is your first time
back in a theater, congrats!)

Alina Loewenstein (Hansel) is so
excited to be a part of her first ISM

production. She is a Freshman
studying Psychology, and she has
been involved in community/high

school theatre for her whole life.
She can't wait to be back doing in

person shows again, and she would
like to thank the whole cast, staff,

and crew for making this such a
wonderful experience.



Cast
Grania McKirdie (Baker's Wife) is currently a

sophomore pursuing a BFA in Acting at the
University of Illinois. She joined ISM last spring

playing Aunt March in Little Women. Next
semester, Grania will be making her Illinois

Theatre debut as Tracey in Sweat. She is a
graduate of the Theatre Department at The

Chicago Academy for the Arts where her
credits included Macbeth (Macbeth),

Everybody (Everybody), The Wolves (#14),
columbinus (Rebel), King Lear (Goucester), and
Sunday in the Park with George (Yvonne). She

would like to extend her thanks and
appreciation to the cast and crew. Sláinte.

Evan Neilson (Cinderella's Prince) is a
senior majoring in Social Studies
Education and he is excited to be in his
fifth ISM production. His previous roles
include Willard in Footloose, Mark in A
Chorus Line, and Mr. Lawrence in Little
Women. This is actually his second time
playing a prince in Into the Woods so it
was great to feel that agony once again.
Outside of ISM, Evan plays the sousaphone
in the Marching Illini, is a member of
Potted Meat Sketch Comedy, and is a
campus tour guide. Enjoy the show! 

Maya O’Neill (Cinderella's Mother/Gretel) 
 can’t wait to be performing with Illini
Student Musicals again as Cinderella’s

Mother/Gretel in Into the Woods. She is
currently a junior studying choral music

education. Last semester, she performed with
ISM in Little Women as Beth March. She is

excited to have this opportunity to perform
safely during these uncertain times, and

would like to thank Sophia and all of the
staff for making this happen. Break legs to

the rest of the cast and enjoy the show!



Cast

Hannah Pichman (Sleeping Beauty/Granny) is a
first-year graduate student pursuing a PhD in
Materials Science and Engineering. She
graduated in May 2021 with a Bachelor of
Science in Materials Science and Engineering
from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities.
This is her first show with ISM and her first
time performing in a musical since 2016! In
high school she was involved in several
productions, including Legally Blonde, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Les Misérables.
She is so excited to finally be back on stage
and is very thankful to work alongside
everyone in ISM!

Ellie Pierzina (Snow White) is a freshman
studying instrumental and vocal music
ed. This is her first ISM show and she is so

excited for the opportunity to be
involved! In her hometown, she has been

in productions such as Grease (Sandy),
Fiddler on the Roof (Chava), and Seussical

(Gertrude). Outside of theatre, she is also
a piccolo in the Marching Illini. She

wants to thank all the cast and crew for
all of their hard work, and hopes that

you enjoy the show!

Alexander Pacheco (Giant) is a freshman BMA
Lyric Theatre major. He has previously been

featured in roles such as Wednesday Addams
(The Addams Family) and was a member of the

2021 IHSTF All-State Virtual Showcase.
Alexander strives to bring the perspective of
a transgender, disabled individual to all of

his artistic endeavours, and hopes to
provide representation for other young

artists like himself. He is so excited to be a
part of his first ISM show and hopes you

enjoy!



Cast

Michal Szczepaniak (Geppeto) is a
sophomore studying journalism with a
minor in theatre! This is his third semester
with ISM and he is thrilled to be
performing with the program again.
Previous credits include: Little Women
(Mr. Laurence), Chicago: The Musical (Amos
Hart), and A Christmas Story (The Old
Man). He would like to thank his family
for their continued support, and the cast
and staff for such an incredible
experience. Enjoy the show!

Nathan Tilton (Baker) is a
sophomore vocal performance

major. He is excited to be back
working with ISM! His favorite

previous credits include Frollo in
The Hunchback of Notre Dame,

Officer Lockstock in Urinetown,
and Professor Bhaer in Little

Women. He would like to thank his
wonderful mother for all her love

and support. 

Trevor Santiago (Pinocchio) is a junior
studying Communication with minors in

Business and Theatre. Past ISM credits include
Little Women (Mr. John Brooke - Cast Orange),
the Fall 2020 Showcase, and A Chorus Line (Al
Deluca). Outside of performing, he sits on the

ISM Executive Board as Marketing Director,
and is a squad leader for the Marching Illini

tenor saxophones. He would like to thank all
of the cast and crew involved in putting this

show together, and is excited to be
performing in front of a full live audience

again!



Cast

Josiah Zielke (Rapunzel's Prince) is a
freshman acting major at the
University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign. This is his first
production with ISM and he is very
excited and gracious for this
opportunity to perform. In his spare
time, he writes and records his
original music under the moniker,
Joey Valentine, and with his band,
Pumpkin Candle. 

Lauren Zimmerman (Cinderella)
Lauren is currently a Sophomore
Lyric Theatre Major. She has been

most recently seen in Illini Student
Musical's production of Little

Women as Marmee March. She also
performed in Lyric Under the Stars

2021. She is very excited to see the
cast and crew's hard work come to

fruition, and hopes you enjoy the
show!

Kyle Widener (Jack) is a freshman at UIUC
and is majoring in Lyrical Theatre, and this
will be his first show with ISM. He has played

numerous parts, but some of his favorites
include Seymour Krelborn in Mahomet’s

production of Little Shop of Horrors and
Lefou in Mahomet’s production of Beauty

and the Beast. Kyle is beyond excited to be a
part of this show! He would like to thank
his amazing family for always supporting

him and the entire Into the Woods cast and
crew for a wonderful production. 



Hanna Bowen (Technical Director) is a sophomore majoring in Scenic Technology. She
has previously served as the Assistant Technical Director for ISM’s Little Women, and

is excited to be back for another show! She hopes everyone enjoys the show! 

Staff
Maggie Beese (Costume Designer) is a Junior studying Advertising with a minor in Art
and Design. Previously, she was a Costume Designer for Little Women and A Chorus

Line with ISM and is also a member of the ISM Marketing Committee. She is thrilled to
continue working with ISM this year and would like to thank her dog and her

parents for their continuing support.

Ava BooydeGraaff (Stage Manager) is a sophomore majoring in Industrial Design. She
has previously been involved in theatre through props and stage management,

including being an assistant stage manager for ISM's productions of Little Women
and the ISM Showcase. Ava is grateful for the opportunity to be involved in theatre

both during a pandemic and as a non-theatre major and has loved working with
such a wonderful and talented group of people to put on a show!

Grace Cesaretti (Assistant Hair and Makeup Designer) is a freshman studying
Psychology. She has been helping out in the theatrical world since she was little,

switching between acting as a member of the cast, crew, and staff in various
productions. This is Grace's first ISM production, and she is so excited to be a part of it.

She hopes you enjoy the show!

Yuna Choi (Assistant Stage Manager) is a freshman majoring in Early Childhood
Education. Her previous experience includes being assistant stage manager for
Mamma Mia, The Fantasticks, and Godspell as well as stage manager for Reader's

Theater and The Theory of Relativity at Lake Stevens High School. This is her first
production with ISM and she is honored to have received the opportunity to be a part

of live theater once again. She would like to thank you so much for coming, and
enjoy the show!

Maddie Cummings (Graphic Designer) is a sophomore majoring in Linguistics. Before
college, she was involved in many theater productions and is super excited to have

the opportunity to work on a new show! Outside of getting the opportunity to work
as Graphic Designer, she also worked on the Marketing Committee. She wants to thank
everyone involved in this production, as well as you guys for coming out to support

it! Enjoy the show!



Peter Giannetos (Assistant Sound Designer) is a freshman studying computer engineering
and is excited to be working on his first show with ISM! He previously worked as the sound

designer for Riverside Brookfield High School and was a part of the crew for the 2020
Illinois High School Theatre Festival production of Aida. He’s also shared some time onstage

at his high school in Mamma Mia (Bill Austin), Spamalot (King Arthur), Big Fish (Amos
Calloway), and Newsies (Joseph Pulitzer). He’d like to thank the cast and crew for putting in

the long hours and hopes you enjoy the show!

Staff
Caelan Doyle (Asst. Lighting Designer) is a freshman majoring in Lyric Theatre. Previously she was

part of the ensemble for "Chicago" and "Bring It On!" and was part of the stage crew for "Les
Miserables" at The Chicago High School for the Arts and was recently featured as "Jack's Mother" in

a summer production of "Into The Woods for After School Matters. This is her first production
being on the stage/lighting crew with ISM and is so grateful for the opportunity to be involved in
this unique experience and feels incredibly fortunate to get to work with a cast, crew, and staff

that exemplifies perseverance and passion. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Aidan Gardner (Co-Sound Designer) is very excited to back for his third production with
ISM! Previously, Aidan was a sound assistant for the Fall 2020 Showcase as well as last

Spring’s production of Little Women. In addition, Aidan has worked on other productions
here at Illinois such as February Dance (A1), Tryon Festival Scenes (A1) & Impulse (Sound

Designer). Aidan is currently a Sophomore studying Sound Design and Technology. He is
very thankful to everyone who has come together to make this show the best it can be!

Special shoutout to the ISM Board as well as the Sound Team!!!

Holly Handschuh (Asst. Director) is currently a sophomore majoring in communication and
minoring in media. When she isn't at rehearsal, you can find her with her roommates binge-

watching iCarly, or drinking copious amounts of coffee. Previously she directed Check
Please! her senior year of high school. She would like to give a shout out to her amazing
sister, Kelsey, and of course her lovely parents. A special thanks to the director, Sophia

Urban, for being her backbone throughout this entire production. She hopes you enjoy her
first ever ISM production!

Anisha Jog (Assistant Set Designer) is a freshman majoring in Computer Science. She has
always wanted to get into stage crew for a production, and she is really excited to be with

ISM working on Into the Woods for her first time! Anisha is happy to help out in creating
interesting set designs to complement the wonderful cast and work alongside the amazing

crew. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Sara Kiel (House Manager) is a sophomore in Pre-Engineering. This is her third semester with
ISM, but second production as a staff member. Last semester she was an Assistant Stage

Manager (ASM) for Little Women, and this is her third semester as a member of the marketing
committee! In high school she was in Stage Crew for four years, a Stage Manager for two
years, and also played in the pit one year. She is excited to try out a new role in musical

theater, and hopes you all enjoy the show!



Cesar Medina Is a freshman that is currently pursuing a degree in business, He is excited to
help out in his first Illini student musical show as the assistant technical director. Into the
woods has always been one of Cesar's dream shows to work on ! Into the woods would also
mark the 15th show Cesar has worked on as he has been doing theatre since middle school
and is excited that he can continue to do so in college. He would like to give a thank you

to everyone involved for welcoming him with open arms :) Enjoy the show 

Staff
Lindsey LeBeda (Artistic Lead/Vocal Director) could not be more excited for you all to see
this show. Previously she has served as the vocal director for ISM's A Chorus Line as well as

the Fall 2020 Showcase, and has enjoyed learning the ins and outs of production through a
more involved role this semester. She would like to thank the board and incredible staff for

making this show possible, and is sending love to the A Chorus Line rehearsal staff for
welcoming her to this organization and inspiring her to propose a show of her own. Enjoy

the show! 

Jesse McKenzie is a sophomore in scenic technology here at UIUC. He is very excited to take
part in his second production with Illini Student Musicals and can't wait to do more. He is

the Scenic Designer for Into the Woods and previously was the Technical Director for
Little Women. He is so thankful for all the students involved in putting on these amazing

productions and the time they dedicate to it. 

Zoe Mihevc (Head Lighting Designer) is a sophomore majoring in Materials Science and
Engineering with a minor in Critical Film Production. This is her third production with ISM
and she is ecstatic to be on the lighting team again! She’d like to thank the cast, staff, and
additional contributors to the production for all their hard work and dedication over

the past few months. 

Erin O'Connor (Co-Props Manager) is a sophomore studying cultural anthropology and
secondary education. She is a theater maniac with 4 years of lead production roles

including director, lights director, and stage manager at previous schools for shows like
Beauty and the Beast, 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Legally Blonde, and even a

different production of Into the Woods! This is her first show at ISM and she is so excited to
bring these tales to life all over again!

MacKenzie Martin is a sophomore studying integrative biology and business. She is excited to
be involved in her first show with ISM! This semester on the marking committee MacKenzie

helped create  and design the program. She is a member on the community outreach
committee. MacKenzie hopes you enjoy the show!



Jernie Saunders (Choreographer) is a junior studying Psychology with a minor in
Theater. This is her 5th production with ISM. Previous credits with ISM include Carrie

(Ensemble), A Chorus Line (Reggie), Assistant Chorographer for ISM's Fall 2020 showcase
and Chorographer for "Little Women". She is so grateful to have been a part of ISM for
so many semesters. She is so excited for everyone to see this show! It has been a pleasure

working with such talented people!

Staff

Joanna Riemer (Co-Sound Designer) is a senior studying Speech Pathology with a
minor in German. This is her sixth production with ISM, and she is so excited to be have

the opportunity to work with all her favorite people again! Outside of performing,
she is also on the ISM Marketing Committee and is a member of the ISM Exec Board as
the secretary. She would like to thank her fellow staff members for being amazing,

especially her co-designer Aidan. Enjoy the show!

Mitch Ryba (Assistant Sound Design) is a junior studying advertising. This is his fourth
show as a part of ISM, but his first show as part of the staff. In the past he has been a

part of the cast for Carrie, A Chorus Line, and the ISM Showcase. He's excited to see the
show come together from a whole new perspective, and would like to thank

everybody for all their hard work.

Sophia Urban (Director) is a sophomore Theatre Studies major with a concentration
in Directing. Previously, she was the assistant director for Little Women with ISM and
has been in productions such as Addams Family (Alice Beineke), The Crucible (Elizabeth

Proctor), and Noises Off (Dotty Otley). She is so excited to share the hard work
everyone has put into this production! She would especially like to thank all of the

rehearsal staff for being so supportive during the process. Also, a big shoutout to
Holly, the assistant director for all of her insight and amazing work!

Andrew Xie (Assistant House Manager) is a sophomore majoring in Aerospace
Engineering. Previously, he was the Assistant Lighting Designer for Little Women. This is

his second production with ISM, and he is excited to contribute to ISM again. Outside
of the show, he is on the ISM Marketing Committee, a midshipman with the NROTC

battalion at UIUC, and a marching member of the Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps.

Emma Perisho (Assistant Stage Manager) is a freshman majoring in Music Education and is SO
thrilled to be a part of her first ISM production! Previously, she has been on stage in her

hometown in shows such as Mean Girls (Cady), A Chorus Line (Bebe), and Once On This Island
(Erzulie), but she is no stranger to working behind the scenes! She wants to thank everyone
for being so lovely, and specifically the rehearsal staff for being the best team she could

ask for. She hopes you enjoy watching this amazing cast as much as she has!



Kevin Zhou (Co-music director) is the rehearsal accompanist and co-music director
for this semester's production of Into the Woods. This is his fifth semester of being the
rehearsal accompanist for ISM, with involvement in previous productions of Carrie:
The Musical, A Chorus Line, the Fall 2020 Showcase, and Little Women. He is pursuing a

major in Computer Science and Music with a minor in Philosophy and is also involved
in the Illinois Ultimate Frisbee team. He hopes to be able to work with sound design

and synthesis in the future. He loves to cook and listen to music.

Staff
Lucy Yockey (Music Co-Director, Conductor) is a junior studying instrumental music

education. This is her third show with ISM, having played for “Little Women” and “A
Chorus Line.” She is a multiple woodwinds artist who performs throughout the

Central Illinois area, most recently in Lyric Theatre at Illinois’ production of “Fun
Home.” Living her dream of conducting a musical pit, Lucy would like to thank Kevin
Zhou and Lindsey LeBeda for their indispensable collaboration as music staff, as well
as her enthusiastically supportive family, friends, and all her ISM colleagues. “Enjoy,

and come pester the pit musicians after the show!!”

Brigid Young (Production Resource Manager) is a senior majoring in Music
Technology with minors in Communication and Theatre. She is so excited to be

working with ISM again! Previously, she has been an assistant sound designer for A
Chorus Line, Fall Showcase, and Little Women. She is so grateful that ISM gave her the

opportunity to try out a different staff position this semester, and hopes that you all
enjoy the show! 



Matthew (Horn) is a freshman studying music education, and he is excited to be apart
of his first ISM production in the pit! In high school, Matthew was onstage in "The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee," "Mamma Mia," "Chicago," and "Kiss Me, Kate" as well
as having taken part in various plays. Outside of theatre, Matthew is a member of the
Marching Illini and enjoys composing in his free time! He hopes you enjoy the show

and sincerely thanks you for being here and supporting this amazing cast and crew! 

Pit
Caitlin Brennan (Violin II) is a freshman majoring in Aerospace Engineering. This is her

first production with ISM, and she is so excited to part of a group of such talented,
hard-working individuals. Previously, she has part in the pit for her high school
productions of Music Man, and in lights crew for Mama Mia. She is enjoying the

experience of being in the pit once again immensely, and is so grateful that we are
back to real theater. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Joe DeMaria (Bassoon) is a sophomore majoring in Music Education. Previously, he has
participated in pit orchestras on keyboard, alto sax, flute, piccolo, and clarinet. He is

excited to be a part of his first ISM production. Joe would like to thank Lucy Yockey
and Kevin Zhou for their leadership and support.

Satoshi Kamei (Cello) is a junior majoring in Music Performance. This his first
production with the ISM and he is excited to be a part of a new atmosphere that comes

with a musical production. He is a part of the U of I Symphony Orchestra and has
performed in numerous classical concerts. He is grateful to be a part of this

production and hope everyone has a wonderful experience watching (and listening)
to the show!

Emma Lemke (Percussion)  is a junior studying music education and her primary
instrument is percussion. This is her first collegiate theater experience, but has

previously been a pit orchestra percussionist for her high school productions of The
Little Mermaid, A Chorus Line, and Into the Woods. Outside of this production, Emma is
a section leader of the Illini Drumline, treasurer for the National Band Association,
and she teaches percussion at Mahomet-Seymour High School. Emma is so excited to be

a part of this show, and hopes you enjoy! 

Kevin Lyvers (synth) is a sophomore majoring in electrical engineering with a minor
in music. Kevin has previously played synth in Jekyll & Hyde, and Shrek: the Musical at
Carl Sandburg High School. Kevin is also an active member in marching band playing

with groups like The Marching Illini and Blue Stars drum and bugle corps. Kevin is
excited for his first show with ISM and hopes you enjoy the production.



Jackson Teetor (Trumpet) is a junior studying trumpet performance with a minor in
mathematics. This is their sixth time playing in the pit for a show, and second with ISM.
Outside of trumpet playing, Jackson enjoys singing, reading, and knitting. They want

to thank you for coming, hope you enjoy the show!

Pit
Evan Peterson (Horn) is a junior studying Marketing with a concentration in

Promotion and Digital Marketing. This is his first production with ISM, and he is
beyond excited to be a part of the pit orchestra. In addition to performing with ISM,

he is also a squad leader in the Marching Illini, a horn player in the University of
Illinois Wind Orchestra, and the treasurer of the Nu Xi Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi. He
would like to thank all cast and crew members for the opportunity to serve in this

organization, and all audience members in attendance for their support.

Arjun Shamaraya (Clarinet)  is extraordinarily excited to perform with such talented
musicians/performers again. He is a senior in Electrical Engineering and has been

playing clarinet and bass clarinet for over 10 years. This is his first production with
ISM, but has previously performed in the production of Bye Bye Birdie. He strives to

connect people through the power of music by composing songs with his band
NaturoSynth, in which he sings and plays bass guitar. He is tremendously thankful
for the love and support of his family/friends, which motivates him to challenge

himself and keep moving forward in life. 

Sydney Weiler (Flute) is a junior studying Flute Performance with minors in business
and public relations. This is her first ISM production, and she couldn’t be more

excited! Outside of playing for ISM productions, Sydney is also on the ISM marketing
committee. Other clubs and positions include: Planning Coordinator for Traveling

Illini, Membership Director of The Arts Initiative, Women’s Glee Club, Illinois Music
Business Club, and being a show choir choreographer for schools in the Midwest! She

would like to thank the cast, crew, and her fellow pit members for making this
possible, and hopes for everyone to enjoy the show! 

Jessica Zhang (Viola II) is a junior studying music education. This is her first
production with ISM, but she played in the pit in her high school for four years in
shows including Miss Saigon, Big Fish, and Shrek. She is so excited to be apart of this

production! 



A Shoutout to
Our Sponsor!

ΑΓΔ
Alpha Gamma Delta

From all of us at ISM, thank you
for your generous donation to

our show!


